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Voice of the Tompkins County Workers’ Center 
 

Spring 
2019 

The Workers’ Edge 

O 
Q�6DWXUGD\��0DUFK���UG��
WKH�7RPSNLQV�&RXQW\�
:RUNHUV¶�&HQWHU��7&:&��

DQG�WKH�QDWLRQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��
/DERU�1RWHV��KRVWHG�WKH�ILUVW�
7URXEOHPDNHUV¶�6FKRRO�LQ�7RPS�
NLQV�&RXQW\��/DERU�1RWHV�KROGV�
WKHVH�RQH-GD\�PHHWLQJV�
WKURXJKRXW�WKH�FRXQWU\��EULQJLQJ�
WRJHWKHU�ZRUNHUV�RI�DOO�VHFWRUV�
LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�LPSURYLQJ�WKHLU�
ZRUNSODFHV��DQG�WKLV�WLPH�
ZRUNHG�WRJHWKHU�FROODERUDWLYHO\�
WR�PDNH�WKH�6FKRRO�EH�WKH�VXF�
FHVV�LW�ZDV�ZLWK�RYHU�����SHRSOH�
LQ�DWWHQGDQFH��7HDFKHUV��WUDGHV�
IRON��QXUVHV��VHUYLFH�ZRUNHUV��
DQG�PRUH�SDFNHG�WKH�3OXPEHUV�
DQG�6WHDPILWWHUV�+DOO�RQ�:HVW�
0/.�6WUHHW� 
 
2XU�HYHQW�ILOOHG�WKH�DXGLWRULXP�WR�
VWDQGLQJ�URRP�RQO\��ZLWK�RUJDQ�
L]HUV�KDLOLQJ�IURP�DFURVV�WKH�
VWDWH�DQG�EH\RQG��,W�EHJDQ�ZLWK�
NH\QRWH�VSHHFKHV�IURP�WKH�
7RPSNLQV�&RXQW\�:RUNHUV¶�&HQ�
WHU��WKH�*LPPH�&RIIHH�%DULVWDV¶�
8QLRQ��WKH�3HRSOH¶V�2UJDQL]LQJ�

&ROOHFWLYH��8(�/RFDO������ZKLFK�
WKLV�\HDU�RUJDQL]HG�D�QLQH-GD\�
VWULNH�LQ�HDUO\�0DUFK������RI�
������ZRUNHUV�DW�(ULH�/RFRPR�
WLYH�DJDLQVW�D�WZR-WLHUHG�ZDJH�
V\VWHP��$WWHQGHHV�FKRZHG�RQ�
XQLRQ-PDGH�GRQXWV�DQG�FRIIHH�
DQG�FKHHUHG�DW�HYHU\�DQHFGRWH�
RI�ZRUNHU�VROLGDULW\� 
 
7KH�FRUH�RIIHULQJ�ZDV�D�VHULHV�RI�
ZRUNVKRSV��7KHVH�IRFXVHG�RQ�

WRSLFV�OLNH�PDSSLQJ�SRZHU�LQ�WKH�
ZRUNSODFH��RUJDQL]LQJ�LQ�KLJK-
WXUQRYHU�FRQWH[WV��ILJKWLQJ�ZDJH�
WKHIW��DQG�KRZ�ZH�ZLQ�/LYLQJ�
:DJHV��6RPH�ZRUNVKRSV�HFK�
RHG�WKH�&RPPXQLW\�8QLRQ�2U�
JDQL]HU��&82��PRGHO�GHYHORSHG�
E\�WKH�7&:&�LQ������DQG�WDNHQ�
WR�D�QHZ�OHYHO�E\�(OOHQ�'DYLG�
)ULHGPDQ�RI�/DERU�1RWHV�DQG�
WKH�7&:&��,Q�&82�VSDFHV�
ZRUNHUV�SUHVHQW�SUREOHPV�DW�

Continued, Page 4 

What is Wage Theft, and what can we do about it? 

W KDW�LV�³:DJH�7KHIW"´�,W
V�ZKHQ�HPSOR\HUV�GRQ
W�
SD\�ZRUNHUV�IRU�WKHLU�ODERU��)RU�VRPH�SHRSOH��LW�
VHHPV�OHVV�UHDO�WKDQ�RWKHU�NLQGV�RI�WKHIW�–�VWUHHW�

WKHIW��³PXJJLQJ´���EXUJODU\��VKRSOLIWLQJ��EDQN�URE�
EHULHV��DQG�VR�RQ�–�HYHQ�WKRXJK�LW�NHHSV�PLOOLRQV�RI�
ZRUNLQJ�SHRSOH�IURP�D�GHFHQW�VWDQGDUG�RI�OLYLQJ��/LNH�
RWKHU�WKHIW��LW�FRPHV�LQ�PDQ\�IRUPV��VWUDLJKW�XS�QRW�
SD\LQJ�VRPHRQH�IRU�WKHLU�WLPH��SD\LQJ�OHVV�WKDQ�WKH�
PLQLPXP�ZDJH��QRW�SD\LQJ�RYHUWLPH��WDNLQJ�SHRSOH
V�
WLSV��DQG�RWKHUV� 
 
:DJH�7KHIW�LV�DOVR�WKH�ELJJHVW�WKHIW�FULPH�LQ�RXU�VRFLH�
W\��$OO�RWKHU�IRUPV�RI�UHSRUWHG�WKHIW�FRPELQHG�FRVW�
VRPHZKHUH�DURXQG�����-����PLOOLRQ�D�\HDU�LQ�WKH�8�6��
0HDQZKLOH��EXVLQHVVHV�VWHDO�HVWLPDWHG�ELOOLRQV��\HV��

ELOOLRQV��IURP�HPSOR\HHV��7KH\�IUHTXHQWO\�FRPPLW�
FRPSDQLRQ�FULPHV��WRR��XQHPSOR\PHQW�IUDXG��ZRUNHUV
�
FRPSHQVDWLRQ�IUDXG��WD[�IUDXG��HWF� 
 
:KLOH�WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�GHVWUR\V�HYHU\GD\�
SHRSOH
V�OLYHV�IRU�HYHQ�SHWW\�FULPHV��LW�GRHVQ
W�JLYH�WKH�
VDPH�ZHLJKW�WR�:DJH�7KHIW��(PSOR\HUV�LQWLPLGDWH�
ZRUNHUV�LQWR�NHHSLQJ�LW�VHFUHW��WU\�WR�ZHDNHQ�ZRUNHUV
�
SURWHFWLRQV��DQG�WRR�RIWHQ�WKH\�JHW�DZD\�ZLWK�LW��*RY�
HUQPHQWV�VSHQG�XQKRO\�VXPV�RQ�RWKHU�IRUPV�RI�ODZ�
HQIRUFHPHQW��XS�WR�DUPLQJ�SDUDPLOLWDU\�SROLFH��EXW�JLYH�
WKH�KDUG-ZRUNLQJ�SHRSOH�ZKR�HQIRUFH�ZRUNHUV
�ULJKWV�
QRW�QHDUO\�HQRXJK�UHVRXUFHV�IRU�WKH�VFRSH�RI�WKH�SURE�
OHP� 
 Continued, next page 

Standing Room Only at the  

Troublemakers’ School 

By Samantha Mason and Matt  Stupak 

Troublemakers Take Over Tompkins 
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Wage Theft, cont. 
7DNH�RQH�RI�WKH�7RPSNLQV�&RXQW\�
:RUNHUV
�&HQWHU
V�ODQGPDUN�FDVHV�DV�
RQH�H[DPSOH��)ROORZLQJ�UHSRUWV�
IURP�7&:&��WKH�1<6�'HSDUWPHQW�
RI�/DERU�LQYHVWLJDWHG�WKH�*UHHQ�
&DIH�ZLWK�ORFDWLRQV�LQ�,WKDFD��1<�
DQG�1HZ�<RUN�&LW\��ILQGLQJ�WKDW�WKH�
EXVLQHVV�RZHG�ZRUNHUV�DURXQG�
������������7KH�RZQHU�XVHG�D�OHJDO�
ORRSKROH��DQG�WKH�VWROHQ�ZDJHV�ZHUH�
XQUHFRYHUDEOH��7KLQN�ZKDW�ZRXOG�
KDYH�KDSSHQHG�LI�DQ�HPSOR\HH�KDG�
HPEH]]OHG������������IURP�WKH�
EXVLQHVV� 
 

,Q�)HEUXDU\��������WKH�:RUNHUV
�
&HQWHU�DQG�WKH�:RUNHU�,QVWLWXWH�DW�
WKH�&RUQHOO�6FKRRO�RI�,QGXVWULDO�DQG�
/DERU�5HODWLRQV��,/5��FR-VSRQVRUHG�
D�IRUXP�WR�H[SORUH�WKHVH�LVVXHV��
:LWK�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�IURP�,/5��
7&:&��WKH�1DWLRQDO�/DERU�5HOD�
WLRQV�%RDUG��1<6�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�
/DERU��DQG�'LVWULFW�$WWRUQH\V�RIILF�
HV��SDQHOLVWV�GLVFXVVHG�³WUDGLWLRQDO´�
:DJH�7KHIW��HPHUJLQJ�QHZ�IRUPV�
FRPLQJ�RXW�RI���VW�FHQWXU\�EXVLQHVV�
SUDFWLFHV��DGGLWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQV�IRU�
ZRUNHUV��DQG�HPHUJLQJ�HIIRUWV�WR�
EULQJ�FULPLQDO�FKDUJHV�DJDLQVW�HJUH�

JLRXV�ZDJH�WKLHYHV��$Q�DWWRUQH\�IRU�
WKH�1HZ�<RUN�&RXQW\�'$�GH�
VFULEHG�VRPH�RI�WKHLU�FXUUHQW�:DJH�
7KHIW�SURVHFXWLRQV�DQG�ZKLOH�QR�
FULPLQDO�:DJH�7KHIW�FDVHV�KDYH�
FRPH�WR�WKH�FRXUWV�LQ�8SVWDWH�1<��
7RPSNLQV�&RXQW\�'$�0DWWKHZ�
9DQ�+RXWHQ�WRRN�D�VWDQG�WKDW�LW�LV�
FULPLQDO�DQG�VHULRXV� 
 
:KLOH�ZH�FKDPSLRQ�D�/LYLQJ�:DJH�
IRU�DOO�ZRUNHUV��DQG�RWKHU�ZRUNHUV
�
SRZHU��ZH�PXVW�DOO�VWDQG�XS�WR�GUDJ�
ZDJH�WKHIW�LQWR�WKH�OLJKW�DQG�PDNH�
FKHDWLQJ�ERVVHV�SD\��OLWHUDOO\��� 

Living Wage Working Group Research Update 

O 
YHU�WKH�SDVW����PRQWKV��,�KDYH�EHHQ�ZRUNLQJ�
ZLWK�3URIHVVRU�6KDLDQQH�2VWHUUHLFK��&KDLU�RI�WKH�
(FRQRPLFV�'HSDUWPHQW�DW�,WKDFD�&ROOHJH��DQG�

ILYH�&RUQHOO�XQGHUJUDGXDWH�VWXGHQWV�WR�VXSSO\�UHVHDUFK�
DQG�GDWD�WR�WKH�7RPSNLQV�&RXQW\�/LYLQJ�:DJH�:RUN�
LQJ�*URXS��7RJHWKHU�ZLWK�WKH�:RUNHUV
�&HQWHU��HOHFWHG�
RIILFLDOV��DQG�HPSOR\HUV��ZH�KDYH�VWXGLHG�ZRUNHUV¶�DQG�
HPSOR\HUV¶�YLHZV�DERXW�D�FRXQW\ZLGH�PLQLPXP�ZDJH�
LQFUHDVH�DQG�EHJXQ�WR�ILQG�RXW�KRZ�UHDOLVWLF�DQG�ZLGH�
VSUHDG�WKHVH�YLHZV�DUH� 

%HORZ�,�ZLOO�XSGDWH�WKH�UHDGHU�RQ�RXU�DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV�
DQG�SURYLGH�D�SUHYLHZ�RI�ZKDW�ZH�DUH�SODQQLQJ��)RU�
IXUWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ��LQFOXGLQJ�LQGLFDWLRQV�RI�GDWD�DQG�
VRXUFHV��SOHDVH�VHH�RXU�IDFWVKHHW�DW��ELW�O\�OZIDFWVKHHW� 

:H�KDYH�HVWLPDWHG�WKH�H[WHQW�RI�ORZ-ZDJH�ZRUN�DQG�LWV�
GLVWULEXWLRQ�E\�DJH��UDFH��JHQGHU��HWKQLFLW\��DQG�LQGXVWU\�
LQ�7RPSNLQV�&RXQW\��)RU�SXUSRVHV�RI�GLVFXVVLRQ��ZH�
XVH�WKH�$OWHUQDWLYHV�)HGHUDO�&UHGLW�8QLRQ¶V������/LY�
LQJ�:DJH�6WXG\��WR�EH�XSGDWHG�RQ�0D\��UG���������
ZKLFK�GHILQHV�WKH�OLYLQJ�ZDJH�DV��������IRU�ZRUNHUV�
ODFNLQJ�HPSOR\HU-SURYLGHG�KHDOWK�LQVXUDQFH��8VLQJ�
SXEOLF-XVH�PLFURGDWD�ILOHV�IURP�WKH�$PHULFDQ�&RPPX�
QLW\�6XUYH\�IRU�WKH�ILYH�PRVW�UHFHQW�\HDUV��ZH�HVWLPDWH�
WKDW�����RI�ZRUNHUV�KDYH�DQ�KRXUO\�ZDJH�EHORZ�
��������RU�����LI�ZH�H[FOXGH�ZRUNHUV����\HDUV�ROG�DQG�
\RXQJHU� 

/RZ-ZDJH�ZRUN�LV�GLVWULEXWHG�XQHTXDOO\��:H�IRXQG�
WKDW�+LVSDQLFV��EODFNV��DQG�ZRUNHUV�RI�WZR�RU�PRUH�UDF�
HV�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�KDYH�ORZ-ZDJH�MREV�WKDQ�ZKLWHV�
DQG�$VLDQV��DQG�WKDW�ZRPHQ�DUH�RYHUUHSUHVHQWHG�FRP�
SDUHG�WR�PHQ��7KH�ODUJHVW�QXPEHUV�RI�ORZ-ZDJH�ZRUN�
HUV�DUH�HPSOR\HG�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�VHUYLFHV��DW�OHDVW��������
UHWDLO�WUDGH���������IRRG�VHUYLFH�DQG�KRVSLWDOLW\���������
DQG�KHDOWK�FDUH����������7KH�UHDO�QXPEHUV�DUH�KLJKHU�
GXH�WR�GDWD�OLPLWDWLRQV���)XUWKHUPRUH��WKH�VKDUH�RI�ORZ-
ZDJH�ZRUNHUV�LV�DERYH�����LQ�DJULFXOWXUH��IRUHVWU\�DQG�
ILVKHULHV�DQG�DUWV��HQWHUWDLQPHQW��DQG�UHFUHDWLRQ� 

:H�KDYH�DOVR�H[DPLQHG�ZRUNHU�DQG�HPSOR\HU�YLHZV�
DERXW�D�FRXQW\ZLGH�PLQLPXP�ZDJH�LQFUHDVH��:H�SRVHG�
ILYH�RSHQ-HQGHG�TXHVWLRQV�WR�����SHRSOH��LQFOXGLQJ�����
ZRUNHUV�DQG����HPSOR\HUV��6RPH�FDPH�WR�RXU�LQIRU�
PDWLRQ-JDWKHULQJ�VHVVLRQV��RWKHUV�ZH�WDUJHWHG�WKURXJK�
GRRU-WR-GRRU�FDQYDVVLQJ� 

:KDW�GLG�ZH�OHDUQ"�(PSOR\HUV�ZHUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�GLV�
FXVV�FRQFHUQV��PDLQO\�ZDJH�FRPSUHVVLRQ��OD\RIIV��WKH�
UHGXFWLRQ�RI�SURJUDPV�DQG�VHUYLFHV��DQG�KLJKHU�IHHV��
SULFHV��UDWHV�RU�FRVWV��:RUNHUV�ZHUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�GLV�
FXVV�DGYDQWDJHV��PDLQO\�LPSURYLQJ�WKHLU�SHUIRUPDQFH�
LQ�WKH�ZRUNSODFH��EULQJLQJ�VWDELOLW\�WR�WKHLU�OLYHV��DI�
IRUGLQJ�QHFHVVLWLHV��DQG�LPSURYLQJ�WKHLU�PHQWDO�KHDOWK��
%HQHILWV�FOLIIV�DQG�WKH�LQFUHDVLQJ�FRVW�RI�OLYLQJ�ZHUH�
FRQFHUQV�DPRQJ�ERWK�JURXSV� 

2XU�SODQ�LV�WR�DVVHVV�DV�PDQ\�RI�WKHVH�FRQFHUQV�DV�SRV�
VLEOH�WKURXJK�RULJLQDO�UHVHDUFK��LQFOXGLQJ� 

· WKH�OLNHO\�LPSDFW�RQ�HPSOR\HUV��:H�ZLOO�GR�FDVH�
VWXGLHV�RI�HPSOR\HUV�RI�ODUJH�QXPEHUV�RI�ORZ-ZDJH�
ZRUNHUV��LQFOXGLQJ�FRVW�VWUXFWXUHV��UHVSRQVHV�WR�SDVW�
PLQLPXP�ZDJH�LQFUHDVHV��DQG�SODQQLQJ�IRU�D�OLYLQJ�
ZDJH� 

 
· 
EHQHILWV�FOLIIV
��:RUNLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�1DWLRQDO�&HQ�
WHU�RQ�&KLOGKRRG�3RYHUW\�DW�&ROXPELD�8QLYHUVLW\��
ZH�ZLOO�GHYHORS�D�FDOFXODWRU�WKDW�ZLOO�VKRZ�KRZ�D�
OLYLQJ�ZDJH�PLJKW�OHDG�WR�ORZHU�QHW�LQFRPHV�E\�
PDNLQJ�ZRUNHUV�LQHOLJLEOH�IRU�PHDQV-WHVWHG�EHQHILWV�
VXFK�DV�0HGLFDLG�DQG�IRRG�VWDPSV� 

 
· SXEOLF�RSLQLRQ��8VLQJ�VXUYH\V�RI�HPSOR\HUV�DQG�
ZRUNHUV��ZLOO�DVN�KRZ�ZLGHVSUHDG�WKH�KRSHV�DQG�
FRQFHUQV�DUH� 

 
,DQ�*UHHU�LV�D�6HQLRU�5HVHDUFK�$VVRFLDWH�LQ�&RUQHOO¶V�
6FKRRO�RI�,QGXVWULDO�DQG�/DERU�5HODWLRQV� 

By Ian Greer 
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New York State Minimum Wage and Salary Exempt 
Pay Went Up in Early January! 

 

T KH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�)DLU�/DERU�6WDQGDUGV�$FW��)/6$��DQG�
1HZ�<RUN�0LQLPXP�:DJH�

$FW�UHTXLUH�WKDW�PRVW�ZRUNHUV�PXVW�
EH�SDLG�WKH�PLQLPXP�ZDJH�
��������IRU�PRVW�ZRUNHUV�LQ�8S�
VWDWH�1HZ�<RUN�DV�RI�������������
DQG��������KRXU�IRU�IDVW�IRRG�
ZRUNHUV���DQG�WKDW�DQ�HPSOR\HH�
ZKR�ZRUNV�PRUH�WKDQ����KRXUV�
LQ�D�ZRUN�ZHHN�PXVW�UHFHLYH�
RYHUWLPH�SD\�RI�����WLPHV�WKHLU�
KRXUO\�ZDJH�IRU�DOO�WLPH�RYHU�WKH�
���KRXU�WKUHVKROG� 
 
6SHFLILF�MREV�PD\�EH�H[HPSW�
IURP�WKH�2YHUWLPH�5XOH��7KHVH�

MREV�DUH�RIWHQ�FDOOHG�³)/6$�H[�
HPSW´�RU�³VDODULHG-H[HPSW´�MREV��
7R�EH�D�OHJLWLPDWH�)/6$�H[HPSW�
MRE��WKH�MRE�GXWLHV�RI�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�
PXVW�PHHW�FHUWDLQ�PLQLPXP�UH�
TXLUHPHQWV�LQFOXGLQJ�H[HFXWLYH��RU�
DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�GXWLHV��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�
WR�PHHWLQJ�WKH�³GXWLHV�WHVW�´�IRU�
HPSOR\HHV�LQ�WKHVH�MREV�WR�EH�H[�
HPSW�IURP�RYHUWLPH�WKH\�PXVW�DOVR�
EH�SDLG�D�PLQLPXP�VDODU\�SHU�
ZHHN� 

$ORQJ�ZLWK�LQFUHDVHV�WR�WKH�PLQL�
PXP�ZDJH�LQ�1HZ�<RUN�6WDWH��WKH�
PLQLPXP�VDODU\�IRU�)/6$�H[HPSW�

HPSOR\HHV�DOVR�LQFUHDVHG�RQ�
����������7KH�PLQLPXP�VDODU\�LQ�
8SVWDWH�1HZ�<RUN�LV�QRZ������
SHU�ZHHN� 

,I�\RX�KDYH�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�
PLQLPXP�ZDJH�RU�VDODU\�H[HPSW�
SD\�RU�LI�\RX�RU�VRPHRQH�\RX�
NQRZ�LVQ¶W�EHLQJ�SDLG�FRUUHFWO\�
IHHO�IUHH�WR�UHDFK�RXW�WKURXJK�WKH�
7RPSNLQV�&RXQW\�:RUNHUV¶�&HQ�
WHU¶V�+RWOLQH�DW����-���-�����RU�
HPDLO�
7&:5+#WFZRUNHUVFHQWHU�RUJ 

Graphic from Economic Policy Institute 
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Trouble Makers Take Over, cont. 

ZRUN��DQG�IHOORZ�WURXEOHPDNHUV�
VKDUH�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFH�DQG�SHU�
VSHFWLYH�WR�GHYHORS�RUJDQL]LQJ-
IRFXVHG�VROXWLRQV� 
 
$W�µ'HDOLQJ�ZLWK�%XOO\LQJ�%RVV�
HV�¶�ZRUNHUV�VKDUHG�VWRULHV�RI�
ERVVHV�XVLQJ�GLVFULPLQDWRU\�
SURPRWLRQ�SUDFWLFHV��HPRWLRQDO�
DEXVH��DQG�UHWDOLDWRU\�GLVFL�
SOLQH��7KH�URRP�RIIHUHG�VROLGDUL�
W\�DQG�FRQFUHWH�QH[W�
VWHSV�� :RUNHUV�OHDUQHG�ZD\V�
WR�WDNH�DGYDQWDJH�RI�SURWHFWHG�
ULJKWV�OLNH�FRQFHUWHG�DFWLRQ��
EXLOG�D�WHDP�RI�FRZRUNHUV��DQG�
VKLIW�SRZHU�DZD\�IURP�PDQDJH�
PHQW��³,W�VWUXFN�PH�WKDW�RQFH�

ZRUNHUV�NQRZ�WKHLU�ULJKWV��WKDW�
RWKHUV�ZLOO�KDYH�WKHLU�EDFN��IHDU�
IDOOV�DZD\�DQG�VHOI-UHVSHFW�
FRPHV�IRUZDUG�´�VDLG�0DWW�6WX�
SDN��D�EDULVWD�XQLRQLVW� 
 
$W�µ2UJDQL]LQJ�LQ�+LJK�7XUQR�
YHU��/RZ�:DJH�-REV¶��WKUHH�OR�
FDO�ZRUNHUV�IURP�*LPPH�&RI�
IHH��*UHHQ6WDU�&RRS��DQG�&RO�
OHJHWRZQ�%DJHOV�VKDUHG�WKHLU�
H[SHULHQFHV�ZLWK�DGGUHVVLQJ�
DSDWK\�DQG�IHDU��:RUNHUV�LQ�
SUHFDULRXV�HPSOR\PHQW�SRVL�
WLRQV�FDQ�RIWHQ�IHHO�SRZHUOHVV�
LQ�WKHLU�ZRUNSODFHV��6WUHVV�IURP�
DEXVH�DQG�RYHUZRUN�VDS�WKH�
HQHUJ\�WKDW�PLJKW�RWKHUZLVH�JR�
WR�XQLRQ�GULYHV��%RVVHV�UHO\�RQ�
KLJK�WXUQRYHU�WR�NHHS�RUJDQL]�

LQJ�FKDOOHQJLQJ��%XW�ZKLOH�PDQ\�
RUJDQL]LQJ�DWWHPSWV�IDLO��RXU�YLF�
WRULHV�SURYH�WKH�ILJKW�FDQ��
VKRXOG��DQG�PXVW�JR�RQ� 
 
0DQ\�DWWHQGHHV�ODPHQWHG�WKH�
HYHQW�ZDV�RQO\�RQH�GD\��(DFK�
DYDLODEOH�WRSLF�ZDUUDQWHG�D�IXOO�
GD\�RQ�LWV�RZQ��%XW�WKH�UHODWLRQ�
VKLSV�DQG�VNLOOV�ZH�FDPH�DZD\�
ZLWK�IXHOHG�XV�IRU�DOO�WKH�JRRG�
ZRUN�\HW�WR�EH�GRQH� 
 
0DVRQ�DQG�6WXSDN�DUH�WZR�RI�
WKH�OHDG�RUJDQL]HUV�IRU�WKH�*LP�
PH��&RIIHH�%DULVWD�8QLRQ�
:RUNHUV�8QLWHG�/RFDO�������
0DWW�LV�DOVR�D�:RUNHUV¶�5LJKWV�
+RWOLQH�DGYRFDWH�IRU�WKH�7RPS�
NLQV�&RXQW\�:RUNHUV¶�&HQWHU�� 

Upper left: Samantha Mason. Upper right: Over 200 people from all over upstate New York and Pennsylvania fitting snug-
gly at the Plumbers and Steamfitters Union Hall in downtown Ithaca on March 23rd.  Bottom: Scott Slawson, President 
of United Electrical workers Local 507 in Erie, PA gives an incredibly rousing  speech.  
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I Q�2FWREHU�RI�������1HZ�<RUN�6WDWH�LPSOHPHQW�
HG�QHZ�UXOHV�WKDW�HYHU\�HPSOR\HU�LQ�1<�ZLWK�
RQH�HPSOR\HH�RU�PRUH�PXVW�KDYH�D�ZULWWHQ�

6H[XDO�+DUDVVPHQW�SROLF\�DQG�SURYLGH�HPSOR\HHV�
ZLWK�VH[XDO�KDUDVVPHQW�WUDLQLQJ�WKDW�PHHWV�PLQLPXP�
VWDWH�VWDQGDUGV���KWWSV���ZZZ�Q\�JRY�FRPEDWLQJ-
VH[XDO-KDUDVVPHQW-ZRUNSODFH�HPSOR\HUV� 
 
6H[XDO�KDUDVVPHQW�LV�DQ�DJH-ROG�IRUP�RI�GLVFULPLQD�
WLRQ�WKDW�HQIRUFHV�VH[�JHQGHU�LQHTXDOLW\��DQG�VRFLDO�
QRUPV�VWLOO�PDNH�WRR�PDQ\�H[FXVHV�IRU�LW��&LYLO�ULJKWV�
PRYHPHQWV�KDYH�PDGH�SURJUHVV�WRZDUG�H[SRVLQJ�DQG�
ILJKWLQJ�LW��EXW�ZH�VWLOO�KDYH�D�ORQJ�ZD\�WR�JR��7KH�
7RPSNLQV�&RXQW\�:RUNHUV
�&HQWHU��7&:&��DSSODXGV�
1HZ�<RUN
V�QHZ�UXOHV�–�ZKLFK�DUH�D�JRRG�VWDUWLQJ�
SRLQW�IRU�D�QHZ�HUD�WR�HOLPLQDWH�LW� 
 
:KHQ�SHRSOH�WKLQN�DERXW�ZRUNSODFH�VH[XDO�KDUDVV�
PHQW��WKH\�XVXDOO\�WKLQN�DERXW�TXLG�SUR�TXR�KDUDVV�
PHQW��ZKHUH�VRPHRQH�ZLWK�SRZHU�LQ�WKH�ZRUNSODFH�
IRUFHV�VH[XDO�DFWV�RQ�DQRWKHU�ZRUNHU�ZLWK�SURPLVHV�RI�
VSHFLDO�IDYRUV�RU�WKUHDWV�RI�UHWDOLDWLRQ��,W�H[WHQGV�EH�
\RQG�WKLV�WKRXJK��IURP�RWKHU�XQZDQWHG�EHKDYLRUV�RI�D�
VH[XDO�QDWXUH�RU�VH[XDO�WRQH��WR�RWKHU�IRUPV�RI�FUHDWLQJ�
D�VHYHUH�DQG�SHUYDVLYH�KRVWLOH�HQYLURQPHQW�IRU�VRPH�
RQH�EHFDXVH�RI�WKHLU�VH[��JHQGHU�LGHQWLW\��RU�VH[XDO�
RULHQWDWLRQ��6H[XDO�KDUDVVPHQW�LV�QRW�MXVW�VRFLDOO\�DE�
KRUUHQW�DQG�LQGHFHQW��LW�LV�XQODZIXO�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��,W�
LV�DOVR�ZRUNSODFH�YLROHQFH��ZLWK�VHYHUH�HIIHFWV�IRU�
SHRSOH�WDUJHWHG�E\�LW� 
 
:LWK�VXSSRUW�IURP�WKH�&RPPXQLW\�)RXQGDWLRQ�RI�
7RPSNLQV�&RXQW\�:RPHQ
V�)XQG��WKH�7&:&�KDV�FUH�
DWHG�ZRUNSODFH�VH[XDO�KDUDVVPHQW�WUDLQLQJ�WKDW�LQFRU�

SRUDWHV�1HZ�<RUN�6WDWH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�DQG�IXUWKHU�EHVW�
SUDFWLFHV�LQ�2FFXSDWLRQDO�6DIHW\��ZRUNSODFH�FRPPX�
QLFDWLRQ��DQG�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�E\VWDQGHU�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�
DV�D�SDUW�RI�ZRUNSODFH�RUJDQL]LQJ�IRU�EHWWHU�ZRUNLQJ�
FRQGLWLRQV�IRU�DOO��7&:&�KDV�DOVR�GHYHORSHG�WUDLQLQJ�
LQ�KRZ�WR�FRQGXFW�IDLU�ZRUNSODFH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�DERXW�
KDUDVVPHQW��ZKLFK�WRR�IHZ�PDQDJHUV�HYHU�JHW�WUDLQLQJ�
LQ��DQG�HYHU\�ZRUNHU�KDV�D�ULJKW�WR�XQGHUVWDQG��:H
G�
EH�KDSS\�WR�SURYLGH�WUDLQLQJ�IRU�\RXU�ZRUNSODFH�DQG�
IRU�FRPPXQLW\�ZRUNHUV�DW�ODUJH�–�FRQWDFW�XV�WR�OHDUQ�
PRUH��7&:&�LV�DOVR�ORRNLQJ�IRU�ZRUNLQJ�IRONV�ZKR
G�
OLNH�WR�UHFHLYH�WUDLQHU�WUDLQLQJ�DQG�MRLQ�XV�LQ�SURYLGLQJ�
WKLV�LPSRUWDQW�UHVRXUFH� 
 
,I�\RX
YH�EHHQ�WKH�WDUJHW�RI�VH[XDO�KDUDVVPHQW�DW�ZRUN��
FRQWDFW�WKH�:RUNHUV
�5LJKWV�+RWOLQH�DW����-���-�����
WR�OHDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�\RXU�ULJKWV�DQG�\RXU�RSWLRQV��,Q�
FDVHV�RI�VH[XDO�DVVDXOW��FDOO�WKH�SROLFH��7KH�$GYRFDF\�
&HQWHU�RI�7RPSNLQV�&RXQW\�LV�DOVR�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�UH�
VRXUFH�IRU�VXUYLYRUV��IULHQGV�DQG�IDPLOLHV�DIIHFWHG�E\�
GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�DQG�VH[XDO�DVVDXOW��7KHLU�KRWOLQH�LV�
���-���-�����RU�YLVLW� DFWRPSNLQV�RUJ� 

The Workers' Center Takes on Sexual Harassment  

Left: Living Wage  Workshop, Helen English, Education Support Professional in ICSD on left;  Pete Meyers; Milton 
Webb, and Mike Blodgett  Right: Crispin Hernandez  and Dan DiMaggio, national Labor Notes organizer, support Green 
Light New York. 
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Support our 119 Certified Living Wage 
Businesses with over 3,094 workers! 

Since our last newsletter in Summer 2018, we have certified  Areti Construction, Better Housing for Tomp-
kins County, Finger Lakes Running Company, Ithaca Montessori School and LaMorte Electric 

 

$GYRFDF\�&HQWHU 

$OFRKRO�	�'UXJ�&RXQFLO�RI�7RPSNLQV�&RXQW\ 

$OWHUQDWLYHV�)HGHUDO�&UHGLW�8QLRQ 

$XWXPQ�/HDYHV�8VHG�%RRNV 

$QFLHQW�:LVGRP�3URGXFWLRQV 

$UHWL�&RQVWUXFWLRQ 

$YLWDO¶V�$SLDULHV 

%HWWHU�+RXVLQJ�IRU�7RPSNLQV�&RXQW\ 

%OXH�6SUXFH�3DLQWLQJ�DQG�'HFRUDWLQJ 

%R\FH�7KRPSVRQ�,QVWLWXWH 

%ULGJHV�&RUQHOO�+HLJKWV 

%ULJKWZRUNV�&RPSXWHU�&RQVXOWLQJ 

%XIIDOR�6WUHHW�%RRNV 

%URWKHUWRQ�&RQVWUXFWLRQ 

&DQFHU�5HVRXUFH�&HQWHU�RI�)LQJHU�/DNHV 

&DWKROLF�&KDULWLHV�RI�7RPSNLQV�7LRJD 

&HQWHU�IRU�7UDQVIRUPDWLYH�$FWLRQ 

&KLOG�'HYHORSPHQW�&RXQFLO 

&LQHPDSROLV 

&LW\�RI�,WKDFD 

&RORQLDO�9HWHULQDU\�+RVSLWDO 

&RPPXQLW\�'LVSXWH�5HVROXWLRQ�&HQWHU� 

&RPPXQLW\�)RXQGDWLRQ�RI�7RPSNLQV�&RXQW\ 

&RPPXQLW\�1XUVHU\�6FKRRO 

&RPPXQLW\�6FLHQFH�,QVWLWXWH 

&RUQHOO�&KLOG�&DUH�&HQWHU 

&RXUW�6W��&KLURSUDFWLF�RI�,WKDFD 

'RZQWRZQ�,WKDFD�$OOLDQFH 

)DPLO\�DQG�&KLOGUHQ¶V�6HUYLFH�RI�,WKDFD 

)HLUPDQ�%XLOGHUV��,QF� 

)LQJHU�/DNHV�1DWXUDOV 

)LQJHU�/DNHV�5H8VH 

)LQJHU�/DNHV�5XQQLQJ�&RPSDQ\ 

)LUVW�%DSWLVW�&KXUFK�RI�,WKDFD 

)LUVW�&RQJUHJDWLRQDO�&KXUFK�RI� 

�������,WKDFD��8QLWHG�&KXUFK�RI�&KULVW 

)LUVW�8QLWDULDQ�6RFLHW\�RI�,WKDFD 

)ULHQGVKLS�'RQDWLRQV�1HWZRUN��,QF� 

)RRGQHW�0HDOV�RQ�:KHHOV 

*UD\KDYHQ�0RWHO� 

*UHHQVSULQJV�1DWXUDO�&HPHWDU\ 

7KH�+LVWRU\�&HQWHU�RI�7RPSNLQV�&RXQW\ 

+ROPEHUJ�*DOEUDLWK��//3 

+RPH�*UHHQ�+RPH 

+RVSLFDUH�DQG�3DOOLDWLYH�&DUH 

+XPDQ�6HUYLFHV�&RDOLWLRQ�RI� 

 7RPSNLQV�&RXQW\� 

,QWHUQDWLRQDO�%URWKHUKRRG�RI��(OHFWULFDO�
 :RUNHUV�/RFDO����� 

,QWHUQDWLRQDO�)RRG�1HWZRUN��,QF� 

,URQZRRG�%XLOGHUV�RI�,WKDFD 

,WKDFD�&DUVKDUH 

,WKDFD�&D\XJD�2SWLFDO�6HUYLFH 

,WKDFD�+HDOWK�$OOLDQFH 

,WKDFD�1HLJKERUKRRG�+RXVLQJ�6HUYLFHV� 

,WKDFD�2UDO�6XUJHU\�DQG�,PSODQWV 

,WKDFD�8UEDQ�5HQHZDO�$JHQF\ 

,WKDFD0HG 

,WKDFD�0RQWHVVRUL�6FKRRO� 

,WKDFD�7HDFKHUV�$VVRFLDWLRQ 

-HZHO�%R[ 

-LOOLDQ¶V�'UDZHUV 

-XOLD�H�'HDQ�,QF�7KH�&OD\�6FKRRO 

/D0RUWH�(OHFWULF 

/RDYHV�DQG�)LVKHV 

0F%RRNV�3UHVV 

0LOOHU�0D\HU�/DZ�)LUP 

0XOWLFXOWXUDO�5HVRXUFH�&HQWHU 

1HZ�5RRWV�&KDUWHU�6FKRRO 

1RUWKHDVW�3HGLDWULFV�DQG�$GROHVFHQW�0HGLFLQH� 

1XWULWLRQDO�:HOOQHVV�&HQWHU 

2$5�–�2SSRUWXQLWLHV��$OWHUQDWLYHV�DQG� 

 5HVRXUFHV 

2QH�:RUOG�0DUNHW 

2QJZHRZHK�&RUSRUDWLRQ� 

3DUN�)RXQGDWLRQ 

3ODQQHG�3DUHQWKRRG�RI�WKH�6RXWKHUQ����
 )LQJHU�/DNHV 

4��6ROXWLRQV 

5HDFK�0HGLFDO��3//&� 

5HG�)HHW�:LQH�0DUNHW�DQG�6SLULW�3URYLVLRQV 

5HQRYXV�(QHUJ\��,QF� 

6FKODWKHU��6WXPEDU��3DUNV�DQG�6DON 

6FLHQFHQWHU�'LVFRYHU\�0XVHXP 

6HJDO�DQG�6RUHQVHQ 

6KDGH�7UHH�$XWR��,QF� 

6KDZ�	�0XUSK\�/DZ�)LUP 

6LON�2DN�,WKDFDPDGH 

6LQJOHEURRN�7HFKQRORJ\��,QF� 

6QXJ�3ODQHW�//&� 

6SDUNV�(OHFWULF 

6W��&DWKHULQH�RI�6LHQQD�&KXUFK 

6W��-RKQ¶V�(SLVFRSDO�&KXUFK 

6W��/XNH�/XWKHUDQ�&KXUFK 

6W��3DXO¶V�8QLWHG�0HWKRGLVW�&KXUFK�DQG�
 1XUVHU\�6FKRRO 

6WRQH�4XDUU\�+RXVH� 

6WUDZEULGJH�DQG�-DKQ�%XLOGHUV� 

6XQEHDP�&DQGOHV 

6XQQ\�%URRN�%XLOGHUV 

6XQQ\�'D\V�RI�,WKDFD 

6XVWDLQDEOH�7RPSNLQV 

6ZHHW�/DQG�)DUP�&6$ 

7DLWHP�(QJLQHHULQJ 

7HPSOH�%HWK�(O 

7KH�)UDPH�6KRS 

7KH�6WUHEHO�3ODQQLQJ�*URXS 

7LQ\�7LPEHU�//& 

7RPSNLQV�&RXQW\ 

7RPSNLQV�&RXQW\�3XEOLF�/LEUDU\ 

7RPSNLQV�&RXQW\�5HF\FOLQJ��//& 

7RZQ�RI�&DUROLQH 

7RZQ�RI�'DQE\ 

7RZQ�RI�(QILHOG 

7RZQ�RI�,WKDFD 

75&�(QHUJ\�6HUYLFHV��,WKDFD� 

7UXPDQVEXUJ�&RPPXQLW\�1XUVHU\�6FKRRO 

8QLWHG�$XWR�:RUNHUV�/RFDO����� 

8SVFDOH�5HPRGHOLQJ�&RUSRUDWLRQ 

9LOODJH�RI�&D\XJD�+HLJKWV 

9LULGLXV�3URSHUW\ 

7KH�:DWHUVKHG 

:HDYHU�:LQG�(QHUJ\ 

:RPHQ¶V�2SSRUWXQLW\�&HQWHU 
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Are You a Member of the Tompkins County Workers’ Center? 

I want to Get Involved in the Fight for Workers 
Rights! 
 
$_____Individual Annual Membership 
 Due= One Hour’s Wage or $11.10 if not working 
 
During the next year, I’LL BE THERE at least five 
times for someone else’s fight, as well as my 
own. Contact me for Rapid Response Alerts. 
 
__________________________________________ 
Signature 
 
Name (Please Print): 
Home Address 
City/State/ZIP 
Phone 
Email 
 
Mail to: TC Workers Center  
115 The Commons/ E MLK St. Ithaca, NY 14850 
You’ll receive a laminated card in the mail. Great to have 
you with us! 

 
________________________________________ 

Is a member of the  
Tompkins County Workers’ Center 

 

During the year, I’LL BE THERE at least five 
times for someone else’s struggle as well as my 
own. If enough of us are there, we’ll start win-
ning. 
 
I’LL BE THERE… 
...standing up for our rights as working people to 
a decent standard of living 
 

...organizing working families to take strong ac-
tion to secure better economic future for all of 
us 
 

...fighting for secure family-wage jobs in the face 
of corporate attacks on working people and 
communities 
 

...supporting the right of all workers to organize 
and bargain collectively in the workplace 

7KH�,WKDFD�&RPPXQLW\�*DUGHQV�KDYH SORWV DYDLODEOH�
WKLV�\HDU�  7KH�FRVW�LV�����IRU�D�IXOO SORW DQG�����IRU�D�
KDOI SORW�  )LQDQFLDO�DLG�LV�DYDLODEOH�ZKHQ�QHHGHG�WR�
ORZHU�WKH�FRVW�WR������<RX�FDQ�SXW�\RXU�QDPH�RQ�WKH�
OLVW�IRU�QHZ�JDUGHQHUV�QRZ�  7R�UHVHUYH�D SORW HLWKHU�JR�
WR ,WKDFD&RPPXQLW\*DUGHQV�RUJ RU�ZULWH�WR�3URMHFW�
*URZLQJ�+RSH �32�%R[�����,WKDFD�1<������� �%H�VXUH�
WR�LQFOXGH�\RXU�QDPH��SRVWDO�PDLOLQJ�DGGUHVV�DQG�
SKRQH�QXPEHU�� �:H�DUH�ORFDWHG�RII�URXWH����QHDU�WKH�
IDUPHUV�PDUNHW�  :H�SURYLGH�ZDWHU��WRROV��DQG�FRP�
SRVW�   
&RQWDFW�-XGLWK�%DUNHU�DW MXGLWK�EDUNHU�#JPDLO�FRP 
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Return Service Requested 

TC Workers’ Center 
115 The Commons 
Ithaca, NY 14850 

TCWorkersCenter.org 

 

On the Edge 

Trouble Maker’s 
School 
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